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Synopsis

[Audio CD Library Edition in vinyl case] Called by H. L. Mencken, one of the few economists in
history who could really write, Henry Hazlitt achieved lasting fame for this brilliant but concise work.
In it, he explains basic truths about economics and the economic fallacies responsible for
unemployment, inflation, high taxes, and recession. Covering considerable ground, Hazlitt illustrates
the destructive effects of taxes, rent and price controls, inflation, trade restrictions, and
minimum-wage laws. He also writes about key classical liberal thinkers like John Locke, Adam
Smith, Thomas Jefferson, John Stuart Mill, Alexis de Tocqueville, and Herbert Spencer. --This text

refers to the Audio CD edition.
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Customer Reviews

This book should be required reading for all politicians before they run for office. Heck, it should be
required reading for anyone who wants to live in this country. If you're looking for a quick,
interesting, not-at-all-boring read on economics that clearly addresses everything that's wrong with
layman thinking on the subject, this book is your answer. I've started reading it a second time, and
I'll probably read it several more times before my time is done. WHOLEHEARTEDLY
RECOMMEND!!

This book is a really true classic, now available very cheaply from second-hand, and it should be

read by anyone who is interested in the economy. Many feel that free-enterprise is not the system of



the future, but after reading this book, as many great minds have, will change your mind and
possibly your voting habits, especially now that African-Americans realize that their only real hope

for a successful future lies in full integration, and not in hateful separation!

My sweetie requested this book as a gift. He has read a number of books on the subject and rated

this as consistent in content.

| am totally willing to say that | am not up to speed on economics but this was a great start. Some
obvious things and also some things that you didn’t consider. Some parts were tough for me to

follow but | got most of what it was trying to get across. Recommend definitely!

The best book for the non economist who wants to know haw to think about things proposed by
politicians. It teaches how to understand the ramifications of any proposal by a pol for aiding this
group or that. One who reads this book cannot be conned by pols again. He may continue to agree
with the pol’s proposal but he cannot help to know the chain of development of how the new policy

will play out in real life.

The best book for the non economist who wants to know haw to think about things proposed by
politicians. It teaches how to understand the ramifications of any proposal by a pol for aiding this
group or that. One who reads this book cannot be conned by pols again. He may continue to agree
with the pol’s proposal but he cannot help to know the chain of development of how the new policy

will play out in real life.

This has been a great read and | am learning much. It has a more academic (and older) writing
style, so don’t expect it to read like a NYT or WSJ article. If that's what you're looking for | highly
recommend John Tamny’s "Popular Ecomonics" (which is based heavily on Hazlitt's book). | wish |
had read this as a younger man. It would have helped my get on a better trajectory regarding how |

think about business development and how money works. Highly recommend!

You know how most economics books are really, really boring? And economics books are usually
full of a bunch of boring formulas. In college, | read two of these super boring economics textbooks,
and | really didn’t learn very much about economics. After college, | read this book, and | learned

about twice as much by reading this book, than by going through my two boring college economics



classes.This book is so easy to read. It has really interesting examples, like what’s the economic
benefit or detriment to an economy, if a thug tosses a brick through a shopkeeper’s store window?
The broken window will create jobs for the people who make new glass windows, but what does this
do to the economy as a whole? Even though the book centers on this example, and examples really
similar to this, it covers tons of different topics in economics.Everyone should read this book!
Economics is a very important subject, and it can be really hard to get into an economics book long
enough to actually learn anything. This book is totally great for a first time introduction to economics,
and it's a great way of looking at things differently even if you know a lot about it.I've read the print
book years ago, and | just listened to the audible edition. Both are excellent, and it was a great book
to read again.Pros:+The quickest way to get you up to speed on the subject of economics+If you're
interested in politics at all, you really should read this book+It might be the only readable book about
economics out there, and economics is a really important subject+Still fascinating after over 70
years+Audio book reader was greatCons:-It was originally published in 1946, and then updated in
1978. So, even this most recent version is over thirty years old, so it's written in a little older
language with dated examples, but for what it is, it's very good-It’s a little harsh, just like all
economics books are, about small groups of people who should lose their jobs so that more people
can have jobs in the long run. I'd recommend a few sections on how we can help these people

transition, but then that would probably make this book really long.
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